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2017 Race for Results: 
Building a Path to Opportunity 
for All Children — http://
www.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/
aecf-2017raceforresults-
2017.pdf 

 

National Center for Education 
Statistics — https://
nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
studies/gaps/ 

 

America’s Young Adults: 
Special Issue, 2014 — https://
www.childstats.gov/pdf/
ac2014/YA_14.pdf 

 

Demographic Turning Points 
for the United States: 
Population Projections for 
2020 to 2060 — https://
www.census.gov/content/dam/
Census/library/
publications/2018/demo/
P25_1144.pdf 

The opportunity gap refers to the unequal distribution of resources and 
opportunities that results in lower educational aspirations, achievement, and 
attainment for certain groups of youth. Socio-economic status, race, ethnicity, 
English proficiency, familial situations, community affluence, and other factors 
contribute to disparities in access to quality schools, technology, extracurricular 
activities, and the supports needed for all youth to gain the academic and life 
skills necessary for successful futures. 

CYFAR programming is bridging this gap in a multitude of ways. Here are a few 
examples: 

 Providing preschool and elementary literacy programming that empowers 
parents to promote school readiness and academic success 

 Extending after-school educational offerings (e.g., robotics club, leadership 
opportunities, and field trips to civic and cultural institutions) 

 Helping youth and parents to navigate the college admissions and financial 
aid process 

 Teaching families how to grow and prepare affordable meals for better 
nutrition 

Consider a few of the reasons these efforts matter as presented in the new 
book, Healing Our Divided Society: Investing in America Fifty Years After the 
Kerner Report (Harris & Curtis, 2018): 

 46% of those living in poverty in the U.S. live in deep poverty and this is     
16 percentage points higher than in 1975 (2016). Rates of child poverty place 
many children at risk: Blacks 33%; American Indian 31%; Hispanic 29%; and 
White 12% (2015) 

 Growing racial and ethnic diversity influences factors such as language 
barriers and prejudice and bias that restricts opportunities. Child 
demographics are changing with growing Hispanic and Asian populations: 51% 
White; 18% Black; 25% Hispanic; 6% Asian; and 1% American Indian (2015) 

 Residents of low income areas are often segregated and exposed to 
inadequate housing and underfunded schools. In 1988, about 44% of black 
students went to majority white schools nationally and now only 20% do. 

Visit us online at: https://www.cyfar.org  
This information sheet was prepared by the CYFAR Professional Development and Technical Assistance (PDTA) Center, which is a joint initiative of  

        the University of Minnesota and the Pennsylvania State University. The CYFAR PDTA Center is supported by USDA-NIFA. 

http://www.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/aecf-2017raceforresults-2017.pdf
http://www.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/aecf-2017raceforresults-2017.pdf
http://www.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/aecf-2017raceforresults-2017.pdf
http://www.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/aecf-2017raceforresults-2017.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/studies/gaps/
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/studies/gaps/
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/studies/gaps/
https://www.childstats.gov/pdf/ac2014/YA_14.pdf
https://www.childstats.gov/pdf/ac2014/YA_14.pdf
https://www.childstats.gov/pdf/ac2014/YA_14.pdf
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2018/demo/P25_1144.pdf
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2018/demo/P25_1144.pdf
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2018/demo/P25_1144.pdf
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2018/demo/P25_1144.pdf
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2018/demo/P25_1144.pdf

