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The art of persuasion:  

Presenting a Strong Rationale for Programs that Address Vulnerability & Inequality 

 

Online Resources 

 For training on grantwriting, fundraising, 

and organizational sustainability, visit the 

Foundation Center: 

http://foundationcenter.org/ 

 To identify foundation and corporate 

funding sources in your state and 

community, visit The Grantsmanship Center: 

https://www.tgci.com/funding-sources 

 Explore federal grant opportunities at 

GRANTS.GOV: 

https://www.grants.gov/ 

 To identify funding sources through 

subscription databases, visit the Foundation 

Directory Online and GrantStation:  

https://fconline.foundationcenter.org/ 

https://grantstation.com/ 

 To identify philanthropic prospects, visit 

wealth-screening databases like 

DonorSearch: 

https://www.donorsearch.net/ 

Visit us online at: https://www.cyfar.org  
This information sheet was prepared by the CYFAR Professional Development and Technical Assistance (PDTA) Center, which is a joint initiative of  

        the University of Minnesota and the Pennsylvania State University. The CYFAR PDTA Center is supported by USDA-NIFA. 

Children, Youth, and Families At-Risk (CYFAR) projects are intended to equip youth and 

families with the skills and resources needed to overcome risks and lead contributing lives. 

Grant & Fundraising Strategies 
 Use public health indicators to show outcomes are currently unequal.  

 Create an emotional connection with the population served through 

testimonials, photos, and program success stories. 

 Provide social proof that your organization is credible. It is human 

nature to engage in behaviors that we see others doing, so highlight 

existing funding commitments and partnerships. 

 Showcase your strategy. Share your logic model. State targeted 

outcomes and goals. Highlight the skills/experience of team members. 

 Authoritative sources or experts increase credibility. Clearly explain 

the theoretical and empirical work that undergirds your selected 

program or intervention. 

 Explain the evaluation plan and how the measures you chose will 

inform program, policy, and practice changes that improve lives. 

 Reciprocity and scarcity motivate action. Know what you can offer in 

exchange of support and encourage partners and funders to not miss 

out on this limited opportunity to make a difference! 

 Be likable. Using names and extending compliments builds rapport. 

Also, research the potential funder to find mission similarities. 

 Consistency is a valued societal characteristic, so seek a small 

commitment initially and then build upon it. 

Individuals at-risk of not meeting basic human needs operate in the context of their families and 

communities. They often reside in environments that provide unequal societal opportunities and 

rewards such as a lack of access to quality education. Inequalities can also exist across the systems 

they encounter such as mental health or juvenile justice systems. From addressing basic physiological 

needs to promoting a sense of belonging and self-efficacy, CYFAR projects embrace the powerful 

mission of reducing vulnerabilities. As your team seeks external project funding to sustain project 

efforts, whether through grant applications or requests of philanthropists or other partners, consider 

the strategies below to persuasively demonstrate the impact of risks and inequalities on the life 

outcomes of those served and to advocate for community-wide support. 

http://foundationcenter.org/
https://www.tgci.com/funding-sources
https://www.grants.gov/
https://fconline.foundationcenter.org/
https://grantstation.com/
https://www.donorsearch.net/

