
	

Perceived Harm from Drug Use 
 

Instrument: American Drug and Alcohol Survey 
 
Scale/Subscale Name: Perceived Harm from Drug Use 
 
Source: American Drug and Alcohol Survey 
 
Developers: RMBSI   
 
Year: 2005 
 
Target Audience(s): Grades 6-12 
 
Language other than English available: English/Spanish 
 
Type: Attitude 
 
Data collected: Quantitative 
 
Data collection format: Self-report – Pre/post 
 
Reading Level: Flesch-Kincaid 7.9 
 
Existence of test/technical manuals, user guides, supplemental materials:  
Instrument, User Guide, and additional information can be found at 
http://www.rmbsi.com/ADAS.html 
 
Level of training necessary for administration/scoring/interpretation: None 
 
Widespread Use/Professional Endorsements:   
 
Cost of Use: No costs associated with use of this instrument. 
 
Description:   

 Fourteen questions regarding perceived harm of drug use. 
 
Psychometrics:  
Information on reliability and validity are provided below.  If information on a particular 
psychometric was not found, it is indicated as “no information provided.”  It should be 
noted that this is not necessarily an indication of a lack of reliability or validity within a 
particular scale/instrument, but rather a lack of rigorous testing, for various reasons, by 
the developers or other researchers.  
 



	

Reliability: A correlation of at least .80 is suggested for at least one type of reliability as 
evidence; however, standards range from .5 to .9 depending on the intended use and 
context for the instrument 
 

Test-Retest:  .94 
Internal Consistency:  No information provided 
Inter-rater reliability:  No information provided 

 
Validity: The extent to which a measure captures what it is intended to measure.   
 

Content/Face Validity:  No information provided 
Criterion Validity:  No information provided.   
Construct Validity:  No information provided. 
 

 



	

Construct: Perception of Risk 
 

Scale Name: Perceived Harm from Drug Use 
 
Developers: RMBSI 
 
 
Items: 
1. How much do you think people harm themselves if they use marijuana 1-2 times? 
 
Pick one: 
_______ No harm 
_______ Very little harm 
_______ Some harm 
_______ A lot of harm 
_______ I don't know 
 
        
2. How much do you think people harm themselves if they use marijuana regularly? 
 
Pick one: 
_______ No harm 
_______ Very little harm 
_______ Some harm 
_______ A lot of harm 
_______ I don't know 
 
        
3. How much do you think people harm themselves if they use cocaine 1-2 times? 
 
Pick one: 
_______ No harm 
_______ Very little harm 
_______ Some harm 
_______ A lot of harm 
_______ I don't know 
 
        
4. How much do you think people harm themselves if they use cocaine regularly? 
 
Pick one: 
_______ No harm 
_______ Very little harm 
_______ Some harm 
_______ A lot of harm 
_______ I don't know 



	

 
        
5. How much do you think people harm themselves if they sniff inhalants 1-2 times? 
 
Pick one: 
_______ No harm 
_______ Very little harm 
_______ Some harm 
_______ A lot of harm 
_______ I don't know 
 
        
6. How much do you think people harm themselves if they sniff inhalants regularly? 
 
Pick one: 
_______ No harm 
_______ Very little harm 
_______ Some harm 
_______ A lot of harm 
_______ I don't know 
 
        
7. How much do you think people harm themselves if they use uppers 1-2 times? 
 
Pick one: 
_______ No harm 
_______ Very little harm 
_______ Some harm 
_______ A lot of harm 
_______ I don't know 
 
        
8. How much do you think people harm themselves if they use uppers regularly? 
 
Pick one: 
_______ No harm 
_______ Very little harm 
_______ Some harm 
_______ A lot of harm 
_______ I don't know 
 
        
9. How much do you think people harm themselves if they use LSD (acid) 1-2 times? 
 
Pick one: 
_______ No harm 



	

_______ Very little harm 
_______ Some harm 
_______ A lot of harm 
_______ I don't know 
 
        
10. How much do you think people harm themselves if they use LSD (acid) regularly? 
 
Pick one: 
_______ No harm 
_______ Very little harm 
_______ Some harm 
_______ A lot of harm 
_______ I don't know 
 
        
11. How much do you think people harm themselves if they use tobacco occasionally? 
 
Pick one: 
_______ No harm 
_______ Very little harm 
_______ Some harm 
_______ A lot of harm 
_______ I don't know 
 
        
12. How much do you think people harm themselves if they use tobacco regularly? 
 
Pick one: 
_______ No harm 
_______ Very little harm 
_______ Some harm 
_______ A lot of harm 
_______ I don't know 
 
        
13. How much do you think people harm themselves if they use meth 1-2 times? 
 
Pick one: 
_______ No harm 
_______ Very little harm 
_______ Some harm 
_______ A lot of harm 
_______ I don't know 
 
        



	

14. How much do you think people harm themselves if they use meth regularly? 
 
Pick one: 
_______ No harm 
_______ Very little harm 
_______ Some harm 
_______ A lot of harm 
_______ I don't know 
 
 
 
Scoring: 

 No information provided 
 
 


