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Neighborhood Activities 

Instrument: Neighborhood Youth Inventory (NYI) 
 
Subscale Name: Neighborhood Activities 

 
Source: Chipuer, H. M., Pretty, G. H., Dolorey, E., Miller, M, Powers, T., Rumstein, O., 
Barnes, A., Cordasic, N., & Laurent, K. (1999). The neighborhood youth inventory: 
Development and validation. Journal of Community and Applied Social Psychology, 9, 
355-368. 

 
Developers: Chipuer, H. M., Pretty, G. H., Dolorey, E., Miller, M, Powers, T., Rumstein, 
O., Barnes, A., Cordasic, N., & Laurent, K. 

 
Year: 1999 

 
Language other than English available: No 

Target Audience(s): Middle and high school youth 

Type of instrument: Knowledge 

Data collected: Quantitative 
 
Data collection format: Self report - Pre/post 

 
Reading Level: Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level: 2.9 

 
Existence of test/technical manuals, user guides, supplemental materials: None 

 
Level of training necessary for administration/scoring/interpretation: No formal 
training necessary. 

 
Widespread Use/Professional Endorsements: Sabatelli, R., Anderson, S., 
Trachtenberg, J, and Liefeld, J. (2005) adopted this scale as part of their Youth 
Leadership Questionnaire. They used their questionnaire to evaluate impacts of 
leadership programs for at risk youth 12-18 years old in 25 communities between 2002 
and 2004. 

 
Cost of use: No costs associated with the use of the instrument. 

 
Description: 

 4 items that assess perceptions of available activities in the community. 



 

Psychometrics: 
Information on reliability and validity are provided below. If information on a particular 
psychometric was not found, it is indicated as “no information provided.” It should be 
noted that this is not necessarily an indication of a lack of reliability or validity within a 
particular scale/instrument, but rather a lack of rigorous testing, for various reasons, by 
the developers or other researchers. 

 
Reliability: A correlation of at least .80 is suggested for at least one type of reliability 
as evidence; however, standards range from .5 to .9 depending on the intended use 
and context for the instrument. 

 
Internal Consistency: Cronbach's alpha coefficients of .79 (urban youth) 
and .76 (rural youth) from Chipuer et al. (1999).  Cronbach alphas of .76 
(pre) and .66 (post) from Sabatelli, R., Anderson, S., Trachtenberg, J, and 
Liefeld, J. (2005) 
Inter-rater reliability: No information provided 
Test-Retest: No information provided 

 

Validity: The extent to which a measure captures what it is intended to measure. 
 

Content/Face Validity: Inventory developed from 87 semi-structured 
interviews with adolescents to determine themes around experiences in 
neighborhood environments. Themes were condensed into a 100 item 
instrument piloted on 373 adolescents. Principle components factor 
analysis of the pilot data resulted in 22 items partitioned off in five factors 
that are in the current NYI. 
Criterion Validity: No information provided 
Construct Validity: Confirmatory factor analysis revealed four factors-- 
one of which was activities.  Convergent and discriminant validity was 
found for a number of resources in the community, loneliness, 
neighborhood cohesion.  Convergent and discriminant validity is not 
available for leadership development. 


