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Instrument: Active and Engaged Citizenship 
 
Scale/Subscale Name: Active and Engaged Citizenship 

 
Source: Bobek, D. L., Zaff, J. F., Li, Y., & Lerner, R. M. (2009). Cognitive, emotional, 
and behavioral components of civic action: Towards an integrated measure of civic 
engagement. Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology, 30(5), 615-627. 

 
Developers: Bobek, D. L., Zaff, J. F., Li, Y., & Lerner, R. M. (2009). 

 
Year: 2009 

 
Target Audience(s): Youth 

 
Language other than English available: No 

 
Type: Attitudes and Behavior 

 
Data collected: Quantitative 

 
Data collection format: Self report - Pre/post 

 
Reading Level: Flesch-Kincaid Grade level: 5.6 

 
Existence of test/technical manuals, user guides, supplemental materials:  Survey 
available by request from Richard M. Lerner, Institute for Applied Research in Youth 
Development, Eliot-Person Department of Child Development, 301 Lincoln Filene 
Building, Tufts University, Medford, MA 02155. email: richard.lerner@tufts.edu 

 

Level of training necessary for administration/scoring/interpretation: None 
 
Widespread Use/Professional Endorsements: This survey has been used between 
2005 and present to model pathways of positive youth development and outcomes such 
as Contribution, Depression, and Risk Behavior. The five C model, upon which this 
measure is based, is currently being endorsed for the development of asset rather than 
deficit based intervention/prevention programming. 

 
Cost of Use: There is no cost associated with use of the survey or its scales; however, 
proper citation of developers is necessary and the developer’s request that any findings 
that may be relevant to the further development of the survey be shared. 
Copy of the scales can be found at 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0193397309000598  

mailto:richard.lerner@tufts.edu
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0193397309000598


Description: 

 This 26-item scale is an integrated measure of civic engagement that assesses 
emotional, cognitive, and behavioral components, including: 
1. Sense of generalized reciprocity 
2. Ability to be involved in civic society and democracy 
3. Desire to make positive contributions to the community 
4. Participation in activities to better the community 

 This includes three subscales of a larger instrument developed by Bobek (doctoral 
dissertation) and published by Bobek, Zaff, Li, and Lerner (2009). 

 Bobek developed these subscales by adapting items from various sources (see 
notations on instrument). 

 
Psychometrics: 
Information on reliability and validity are provided below. If information on a particular 
psychometric was not found, it is indicated as “no information provided.” It should be 
noted that this is not necessarily an indication of a lack of reliability or validity within a 
particular scale/instrument, but rather a lack of rigorous testing, for various reasons, by 
the developers or other researchers. 

 
Reliability: A correlation of at least .80 is suggested for at least one type of reliability as 
evidence; however, standards range from .5 to .9 depending on the intended use and 
context for the instrument. 

 
Internal Consistency: Cronbach's alpha's for the three factors in the 
scale are Civic Duty = .80, Civic Skills = .91, and Civic Participation = .73 
Inter-rater reliability: No information provided 
Test-Retest: No information provided 

 
Validity:  The extent to which a measure captures what it is intended to measure. 

 
Content/Face Validity: Items for this scale were developed using a three- 
step expert rater validation process. 
Criterion Validity: No information provided 
Construct Validity: Indicators of convergent and discriminate validity 
were built into the expert rater process, with results used to refine the 
measure. A confirmatory factor analysis indicated that scale items 
correspond to the hypothesized factors. 


